Some Dates in Hawthorne s Life

1804      Born in Salem, Massachusetts, July 4, the second of

three children.
1808      His father, a sea captain, dies of yellow fever at

Surinam.
1813      The boy injures his foot and is confined to the house

for two years.

1818       The Hawthornes move to Raymond, Maine.

1819       Nathaniel returns to Salem and begins preparing
for college.

1821 Enters Bowdoin, where he was to form lifelong
friendships with Franklin Pierce, Horatio Bridge,
and Jonathan Cilley.

1825 Graduates from Bowdoin, standing eighteenth in a
class of thirty-five. Goes back to Salem, but does
not enter his Manning uncles' counting house.

1828 Publishes his first novel, Fanshawe, anonymously
and at his own expense.

1830 Begins to publish stories, first in the Salem Gazette
and then (1831) in an annual gift-book, the Token.

1836       Goes to Boston and edits the American Magazine of
Useful and Entertaining Knowledge for a salary of
$500 a year, only $20 of which was ever paid.
Writes Peter Parley's Universal History for a fee of
$100.

1837       Publishes Twice-Told Tales, which his Bowdoin
classmate Longfellow reviews enthusiastically. That
autumri he meets the three Peabody sisters.

1838       Hawthorne has been calling on an heiress, Mary
Crowninshield Silsbee. In February she tells him a
false story about John Louis Q'Sullivan, editor of
The Democratic Review, and Hawthorne challenges
him to a duel. O'Sullivan refuses the challenge and
refutes the story. Later that month, however, Ha"w-
thorne's friend Jonathan Cilley accepts a challenge
from a political enemy and is killed in the duel that
follows. At the end or the year Hawthorne becomes
engaged to Sophia Amelia Peabody.

1839       Receives his first political appointment, as weigher
and gauger in the Boston Custom House, at a salary
of $1500 a year.
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